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of inspiration, or of the indwelling of the god with the
individual who wore it. The acts of the man during this
period were considered as those of the god, and hence the
greatest attention was paid to his expressions, and the
whole of his deportment . . . When uruhia^ (under the
inspiration of the spirit,) the priest was always considered as
sacred as the god, and was called, during this period, atua^ god,
though at other times only denominated taura or priest."l
Temporary In Mangaia, an island of the South Pacific, the priests
SrStaTto  whom   the   gods took  Up their   abode   from time  to
Mangaia,   time  were called "god-boxes" or,  for  shortness,  "gods."
TPiii   Rail
and      '   Before  giving  oracles   as   gods,   they   drank   an   intoxi-
Cciebes.    eating liquor, and in the frenzy thus produced their wild
whirling words were   received  as the voice of the deity.2
In Fiji there is in every tribe a certain family who alone are
liable to be thus   temporarily inspired or possessed by a
divine spirit.    " Their qualification is hereditary, and any one
of the ancestral gods may choose his vehicle from among
them.    I have seen this possession, and a horrible sight it is.
In one case, after the fit was over, for some time the man's
muscles and nerves twitched and quivered in an extraordinary
way.    He was naked except for his breech-clout, and on his
naked  breast  little  snakes seemed to be wriggling for a
moment ^or two beneath  his   skin, disappearing and then
suddenly reappearing in another part of his chest.    When
the mbete (which we may translate 'priest1 for want of a better
word) is seized by the possession, the god within him calls
out his own name in a stridulous tone, * It is I! Katouivere!'
or some other name.    At the next possession some other
ancestor may declare himself."8    In Bali there are certain
persons called p&rmas> who are predestined or fitted by nature
to become the  temporary abode  of the invisible deities.
When a god is to be consulted, the villagers go and compel
some of these mediums to lend their services.    Sometimes
the medium leaves his consciousness at home, and is then
conducted with marks of honour to the temple, ready to
1 W. Ellis, Polynesian Researches^     the South Pacific (London, 1876), p,
Second Edition   (London,   1832-36),     35.
i 372-5-                                                    8 Rev. Lorimer Fison, in a letter to
a W. W. Gill, Myths and Songs of    the author, dated August 2$, 1898.